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are inspired by feelings of class antagonism and in the last analysis
their actions, both in home and in foreign policy, can only be
explained by the grim resolve to perpetuate class barriers and the
evils they bring. They have announced as many programmes to
mend bad housing, under-nutrition, unemployment, social in-
security, and derelict areas as they have announced programmes
for rearmament — and they have lagged as far behind in the one
as in the other.
Now you must be constantly on the watch for a new attempt to
misuse your longing, the longing of the masses of English people,
for these things to be remedied. You must be on the watch for a
new, inspiring call for a 'national effort' — as in the case of
Abyssinia — which will be used to storm your humane feelings
and your patriotic sentiments, snap an overwhelming majority
at a quick election — and then institute some form of class dictator-
ship or semi-dictatorship the real aim of which would be to restrict
your liberties, muzzle criticism of past mistakes and prolong those
very evils which you would, in your millions, vote to abolish.
For my part, the exposed plight of my native city, London, to
air attack in 1938, in spite of repeated warnings since 1933, made
me shudder when I was there in the spring of 1938. In my case,
too, I found that, for some reason which I begin to find sinister,
I only courted unpopularity and rebuffs by telling people in high
places in London of the mortal danger that overlay London and
urging that drastic^measures be taken, at long last, to put our
defences in order.
After the invasion of Austria, where I saw the new German
army and air force in actual movement for the first time, I wrote
from Zurich three urgent letters, one to the editor of a London
newspaper, one to a man socially well placed whom I thought
possibly able to bring influence to bear, one to a high Government
official, telling them: 'Now you must at all costs do two things, and
you only have a very little time left to do them: get your factories
at work day and night on the production of aircraft, anti-aircraft
guns, and munitions; get your anti-air-raid organization, especially
your bomb-proof shelter and evacuation arrangements, into per-
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